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BRIGHTMOOR 

DETROIT, MICHIGAN

Today’s 

Focus:



Brightmoor:  Northwest Detroit Neighborhood 
with “typical” Detroit problems

POVERTY

DECREASED POPULATION AND LESS FAMILIES

According to the latest U.S. Census (2010), Brightmoor’s 

population has dropped by 31.1%  while family households 

decreased by 29.5%

MORE VACANT HOMES

Brightmoor’s overall vacancy rate rose from 9.5% to 

25.2% from 2000 to 2010 (2.4% higher than Detroit 

average)

1 in 4 Housing Units in Brightmoor are vacant (25.2%)

In Brightmoor, 16% of people ages 20-26 are unemployed 

(46% of people ages 20-64)

Studies estimate that over 40% of Brightmoor residents 

live below the poverty line

*** sources:  Skillman Good Neighborhoods:  Brightmoor and 2010 Census Tracts prepared by Data Driven Detroit - April 2012

Model D:  The greening of Brightmoor:  Urban farming goes northwest. Dennis Archambault Sept 14, 2010

www.goodbrightmoor.org

http://www.goodbrightmoor.org


VACANT LOTS IN 

DETROIT



In Brightmoor, 32.6% of Residential Lots are Vacant Land (26.9% in Detroit)

(Skillman Good Neighborhoods:  Brightmoor and 2010 Census Tracts prepared by Data Driven Detroit - April 2012)     



BRIGHTMOOR-DEMOGRAPHICS AND 
STATISTICS:  FORECLOSURES

SOURCE:  Why Don’t We Own This . COM   - Skillman Good Neighborhoods - Brightmoor

MAKELOVELAND TECHNOLOGIES  <http://whydontweownthis.com/neighborhoods>

(accessed March 2013)

http://whydontweownthis.com/neighborhoods


Brightmoor is home to a vibrant community of residents 

who are devoted to their neighborhood and work to 

provide local opportunities for residents....

The Brightmoor Alliance

Pastors Alliance

Food Pantry Alliance

Brightmoor Community Center 

Neighbors Building Brightmoor

and more....

But like Detroit, there is definitely something special 

growing in Brightmoor...



15 block target area



What do the gardens 
provide the community?

provides an access for food and 

an avenue for profit 

promotes and advocates better 

eating habits/healthier lifestyle 

habits  

promotes and serves as a “low 

risk” platform for interaction



Aesthetics
presence of positive 

“activity” is visible

“beauty detracts crime”

increases interest, draws 

people into the community

spreads



Decrease in Crime
where there is activity there is less crime

STUDIES FIND THAT THERE ARE 

LESS VIOLENT CRIMES IN AREAS 

THAT SURROUND BRIGHTMOOR 

FARMWAY GARDENING ACTIVITIES 

THAN IN NEIGHBORING 

COMMUNITIES.



Learning and Youth
teaches valuable life and entrepreneurial skills 

deters youth crime

pride/ownership in their community

develop relationships with positive role model

inspires youth to make a change/ have a 

positive impact on their community

Brightmoor Youth Development Collaboration



Empowerment
“Human Capital”

self-sustainability and self-

reliance

Community Building

Sense of Freedom and Control



“Of all the changes that have happened to man, perhaps the deepest 
and least understood is his loss of the land, of weather, of growing 
things, and of the knowledge of his body that these things give....”  

The Greening of America, Charles A. Reich (1970)



Thank You...

and hope to see you out 
in the garden!


